Hertfordshire Bowls
A Member of Bowls England

Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held at Hatfield Bowls Club on 11" January 2025.
The meeting was attended by 13 officers, 11 LM’s & PPs and members representing 36 clubs.

1. The chair, Allan Sayers, opened the meeting and welcomed members and requested a period
of silence in memory of those members who had passed away.
Health and Safety information was given by Marcia Dunstone.
Apologies were received from 4 Officers 6 PPs & LMs and representatives of 21 clubs.

. The Minutes were agreed, proposed by Anne Hudson and seconded by David Brown. Carried.
. Matters arising apart from a slight typo no matters were raised.

. Administrator’s Report read and attached.

. Hon. Women’s County Secretary’s report read and attached.

. Hon. Men’s County Secretary’ report read and attached.
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. Hon. Treasurer’s report previously circulated and attached. It was noted that the deficit was
£1452.00 (not £2279.00 as noted in the report). Proposed by Graham Mariner and seconded
by Mike Poole. Carried. Confirmation of independent accounts verifier -Bob Maule.
Proposed by Graham Mariner, seconded by Mike Poole. Carried

8. Hon. Treasurer’s report on charity accounts proposed by Aaron Langley seconded by Anne
Hudson. Carried.

9. Match and competition programme previously circulated. Anne O’Hare and Martin Duke
highlighted some changes. A question was raised about the Tony Allcock and Two Fours
being on the same fixed dates. It was agreed to investigate if a change were possible.

10. County Development Officer’s report previously circulated and attached.

11.Eastern Counties Bowling Association Phil Clewes-Garner reported the league involves 5
counties. A proposal had been put forward to reduce the league by 1 rink. This was agreed
and the new format will be 5 rinks. Nigel Woor is to be the President in 2025. The Finals of
the Competitions will take place on 11% May.

12. CC & MO report John Hay reported that Bowls England will be issuing an updated
Regulation 9 in the near future. He also urged clubs to keep confidential any complaints
from their membership.

13. Executive recommendation for 2025 fees previously circulated. It was agreed to vote en
bloc. Proposed by the Executive and seconded by John Loudon. Carried.

14. Approve Exec proposal of the wearing of maroon below the waist for friendly matches by
2028. Proposed by the Executive seconded by Harry Wright. Carried.



15. Election of officers for 2025 proposed en bloc by Anne Hudson and seconded by Aaron
Langley carried. Karen King was presented with her chain of office as Women’s President for
2025.

16. Election of Honorary Life Member Harry Wright was presented with honorary life
membership for the work he had done for the executive over a period of 20 years.

17. Samaritan Fund event it was noted the Sue Moodey gala would take place at Stevenage on
5 September 2025

18. 2025 Prize presentation & Lunch to take place at Mill Green Golf Club, date tbc

19. Annual Tours — women'’s tour to Hayling Island fully booked, 5—-9 May. Men’s tour to
Wales, 5 -9 May unlikely to take place.

20. AOB The winner of the Unbadged Singles, Jackie Knowles, was presented with her trophy.

21. Chairman’s closing address Allan sayers thanked Hatfield BC for its hospitality. Stuart
Parkhouse and Roger Evans are both stepping down and were thanked for their support.
Allan himself was also stepping down and thanked everyone for their support.

The meeting closed at 11.23

BE

Awards Night in February in Leicester
Top County : Somerset, Bucks, Beds, Surrey & Lincs. Criteria included: website, number of clubs
involved in Big Bash, Big Bowls weekend, number of entries in competitions

Top Club this year includes Potten End, congratulations to them and please add your votes to give them
the best possible chance of winning.

If any clubs have changed their secretaries recently then either the new or previous secretary will have to
make the change on the BE website. I’ve asked on various occasions that as Administrator that I should
be a able to change any details for clubs in our county but seems to be low on their priority list.

County & Competitions

Lunch during November certainly wasn’t as well attended as in previous years at either the Spring slot or
the Wed evening /Sat lunch in the past. We had issues but overall it was a success. Next year | would
like to have on a Sunday in October so that we can include John

Competition entries have mostly come in but each one takes so long. | for one would be extremely glad
to see a better way of doing it all.

Hertfordshire Bowls Hon. Women’s Secretary’s Report

County Friendlies

Hertfordshire had twelve fixtures with other counties during the 2024 season. Middlesex,
Bedfordshire, Surrey and Essex were played both home and away. The other four counties,
Buckinghamshire, Berkshire, Kent and Cambridgeshire were either home or away.

Our home matches were well supported with nominations, away matches less so. However, ten
matches were played in total. Fixtures versus Berkshire and Buckinghamshire were cancelled, the
former by Hertfordshire (clash of dates) and the latter by Buckinghamshire as they were unable to



field a team. Three of the matches were reduced to triples due to reduced nominations (One from
Hertfordshire and two from other counties) . Of the ten matches played Hertfordshire won five.

Colts and county players

The first county player badges were presented during the season to Carole Cook (Whit Hern),Kay
Lingwood, (Berkhamsted), Lois Hall (Herts), Dinita Plant (Herts), Yvonne Larkins (Berkhamsted), Edvj
Massazza-Gal (Bishop’s Stortford) and Kate Horner (Batchwood Hall).

Colts badges were presented to thirteen players.

County Points

The county points have been collated and distributed to clubs via the divisional secretaries. There
are ten players throughout the county who have gained a total of ten or more points and are
eligible for their colt’s badge at their first county friendly match. However, there are several players
with ten or more points who have yet to nominate.

National Championships and Competitions

Congratulations to those players on reaching Leamington and in particular those for whom it is the
first time. Special mention to Reba Powell-Birley on reaching the quarter finals of the junior singles,
and Reba and Rhianna Russell on reaching the semi-final of the junior pairs, as well as Rhianna and
Glenn Williams reaching the final of the mixed pairs, not forgetting Welwyn and District reaching
the quarter final of the Tony Allcock.

Inter-divisional competitions

Thank you to Welwyn and District for hosting the semi and final of the women’s county league and
congratulations to Letchworth GC on winning and Welwyn and District as runner up.

Inter County competitions

Congratulations to the Walker Cup team on reaching the regional semi-final. Well done to the Amy
Rose team for doing their best against Cambridgeshire. A new and enthusiastic squad was ready for
the Johns Trophy. Unfortunately, Huntingdonshire pulled out of the group resulting in Hertfordshire
only playing two matches with a substantial win versus Bedfordshire but lost to Leicestershire.
Overall Hertfordshire were second in their group.

Finally

A number of players and clubs are involved in making bowls in Hertfordshire a successful and
enjoyable sport. Thank you to the clubs for offering their greens for matches and competitions and
to all their members who work hard in preparing the greens and providing hospitality. A special
than you to Bishop’s Stortford BC for the successful hosting of the Finals, no easy task. Thank you to
the team managers for all their hard work in putting the teams together and supporting them at the
fixtures. Thank you to the divisional secretaries for collating the competition results and other
divisional work. Thanks also to the executive committee who meet regularly to discuss and arrange
the affairs of the county and finally thank you to the players, without you Hertfordshire would not
have a thriving bowling community. Whilst there are too many supporters to mention by name, it is
important to mention Marcia Dunstone, the County Administrator who does an incredible amount
of work for the county but still manages to play competitions and nominate for county friendlies as
well as many other bowling activities. Thank you, Marcia.

Looking forward to a successful 2025 season.

Natalie Chalcraft, Hon. County Women’s Secretary. December 2024.



BDA Report from Graham Marriner County Development & Welfare Officer

Coaching Update

Planning coaching courses based at our Hertfordshire Centre of Excellence Hatfield B.C.

Working with Alison Hall, Chairperson for Hatfield B.C. dates have been offered to Coach Bowls for both Level1 and
Level 2 courses. We await confirmation of dates from Amanda Scriven-Purcell [Coach Bowls Manager]. The ‘agreed’
dates/courses will appear on www.coachbowls.org with booking details. | propose we take the opportunity to advise

our clubs, ahead of publication on the web; in the last L1 course, other counties were quicker off-the-mark in booking
25% of the 12 places on-offer.

Continuous Professional Development {CPD}

The day will offer Level 1 and Level 2 coaches the opportunity to come together with other coaches from their
region, network and share ideas. There will be practical update sessions led by the Coach Bowls Quality
Assurance Team and some of the Tutor Workforce from around the country. There will also be some
administrative updates as well as a Q & A forum.

It is strongly recommended that all coaches attend at least one of these days as part of their ongoing
commitment to personal development. We will also be encouraging people to email their questions or requests
into the Coach Bowls Manager prior to the events so we can try to ensure that these can be met or answered if
possible.

There will be various dates around the country to give coaches options for attendance on dates and locations.
Hatfield IBC will be hosting on the 231 March and the days will run from 10.30am to 3.30pm and will include a
lunch break where a light buffet style lunch will be available.

The day will cost £30. Please don’t delay. Places are limited and demand the various national CofE is already
high! www.coachbowls.org

Other County Activities.

13t November 24: Bowls summit was chaired by Stevenage Borough Council’'s, Geoff Caine Culture, Wellbeing and
Leasure Services Manage. The Minutes are shortly to be issued, and | will share the details with the Exec. At our next
meeting.

In outline: (a) National representatives for Short Mat B.A. [James Green]; Indoor B.A. [Steve Rodwell; Lawn Bowls
[Graham Marriner] also representative from BDA either present or via Zoom.

(b) An overview of bowls was given that B.E. membership was 94,669; Indoor Bowls has [currently] 1974 clubs - under
review; Short Mat was reported as a hard-code to administer with 14,000 registered members, James Green adding
that 12 clubs in Hertfordshire are not registered with, it is believed with some 200 players.

Geoff Caine reported on Stevenage Community Centre, and its bowls use. The facility is aging, and the state of the
carpet and off-rink facilities is poor. This has led to the Indoor B.A. moving their national competitions to other clubs
outside the County. This was backed-up by James Green Short Mat.

The Council is considering a plan for a new Arts, Sports & Leasure Centre for Stevenage at combines the current
Swimming Centre. They challenged the current and possible usage on continuing with a bowls facility. The argument
goes — budget under pressuring to demonstrate ‘value per person’ from their expenditure. Massive demand for
swimming and gym type sports e.g. badminton, football etc.

Q/ are there the number of their rate payers wanting to play bowls?

Steve Rodwell [Indoor Bowls] advised the meeting that they are losing Leasure Centres on a regular basis and noting
a minimum start-up for a 6-rink Green is £2.8m.

Also attended by Three Horseshoes B.C; St. Ippolyts B.CV; Stevenage Town B.C and
Shephalbury BC


http://www.coachbowls.org/
http://www.coachbowls.org/

